Surname 2
Student’s Name
Professor’s Name
Class/Course
Date of Submission
Criminals Should be Sentenced to Life Imprisonment Rather than to Death Penalty
One of the most debatable issues in the history of mankind and criminal justice is whether death penalty should be embraced or not. Death penalty refers to the killing of a person who has been found guilty and convicted of serious crimes against humanity such as murder, rape, arson and even terrorism or robbery with violence among other serious crimes. Before death penalty is handed to criminal, a court process has to determine that the victim is indeed guilty as accused owing to the evidence presented in court by the prosecution. Even though death penalty is seen as one of the most effective ways of deterring people from committing serious crimes, I believe that no matter the magnitude of the crime, it makes no sense to kill someone as punishment for crimes committed. This is because killing is in itself a criminal and inhuman act. This paper, therefore, takes a persuasive position that criminals should be sentenced to life imprisonment rather than being killed through the death penalty.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Every human being is capable of learning and unlearning a behaviour. This is because according to psychologists, a learned behaviour can as well be unlearned. The criminal behaviour that people exhibit such as killing people, raping women, stealing from others at gunpoint and engaging in other illegal activities such as stilling properties are all leaned. No one is born with such behaviour within them. Every person is born with a tabula rasa, which is an empty slate of a brain and what he learns is what sticks in the mind. Therefore, all criminal behaviours are learned. And since they are leaned, they can be unlearned and replaced by positive behaviour through the corrective processes that occur in prisons. Therefore, instead of handing criminals death penalty either by hanging, strangling or lethal injection, it is more sensible to give these people a second chance to change their behaviour through helping them to unlearn the bad behaviour and learning the positive way of life. Therefore, the criminal justice system institutions such as judges should consider the potential for criminals to change and refrain from death penalties to life imprisonment for criminals who commit serious crimes.
There are stories all over the internet and even books of people who changed their lives while in prisons and many of them truly turned to be good people who wrote educative articles and books for the benefit of the society members out of prison. The brains of criminals can be used to enhance society education as well as economic activities by keeping them alive. If the criminals are killed through death penalty, their talents cannot be tapped for the benefit of the society. However, if they are kept alive but confined within prisons, the society can benefit from their talents. Some of the convicts re great authors of books and some have skills that can be used to perform economic activities. Furthermore, most criminals in prisons realize the mistakes they did and wish to change their lives for the better (Pogrebin 42). It, therefore, makes no sense to kill such people who when given a second chance in life can lead a completely positive life. Therefore, life imprisonment makes more sense than death penalty.
Revenge is a normal feeling for any person who has been wronged. Those who lose their loved ones through murder and rape and violent robbery often wish that the perpetrator of those crimes that led to death of their loved ones should meet an equal measure of justice. That is the only thing that can help to settle their hearts. But no one wishes to carry the blood of the victim on his or her shoulder. Therefore, serious crime perpetrators can be handed life imprisonment as a way of consoling those who lose their loved one for crimes such as murder. Knowing that the person who killed a loved one will stay in prison for the rest of his or her life is enough to cool down the quest for revenge in family members of the victims of murder. Therefore, it makes no sense to hand such victims death penalty as it only puts the blood on of the criminals on the shoulders of those alive.
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